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Obtaining an FSA Farm Number and Forms



Farm Records

FSA is a land based agency. 

Almost every program FSA administers is 
tied to the land.  This tie to the land 
starts with FSA records (FSA Farm 
Number) to establish and maintain a 
farming interest.

FSA farm numbers stay with the land, if 
new owner, need to establish that with 
FSA.



Urban Farms – Tyler Hyer, Mesa



Urban Farms – Phil Jacquez, Mesa
208 square feet of growing beds



Establishing Farm Records
FSA Establishes Farms for all 
Agricultural Purposes:
• “Traditional” commodity farms
• Rangeland/Livestock
• Fruits and Vegetable 
• Trees, Vineyards, Orchards
• Urban Ag
• Bees
• Aquaculture
• Conservation Programs and Practices



3 ways to establish as farmer
1. Obtain FSA farm number.

2. Filing of schedule F with IRS and tax records.

3. Agricultural land valuation and property taxes.



Info Needed for FSA Farm #
• Have an official tax identification (Social 

Security number for Individual or EIN for 
entity operation (e.g., LLC)) 

• The property deed with geographic info.  
• If you do not own the land, be sure to have 

your lease agreement.
• If your operation is incorporated or an entity, 

FSA may need proof of your signature 
authority and legal ability to sign contracts 
with USDA.



AD-2047 Form, Customer Data



AD-2047 Form, Instructions (3 pp.)



USDA Common Forms
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/common-forms



Farm operating 
plan; 
- Individual
- Tax ID
- County and 

State where 
located.



Farm operating 
plan; 
- Land
- Capital 
- Equipment



Farm operating 
plan; 
- Custom 

Services
- Labor
- Management
- Certification 

/ Signature(s)



Farm operating 
plan 
definitions; 



Member 
Information; 

Part B:  Embedded Legal 
Entities – If any member listed 
in Part A, Item 3 is a legal 
entity (i.e., part of another 
partnership, corporation, etc.) 
list the members of that legal 
entity in this item. (If more 
than one member is a legal 
entity, use a separate, 
supplemental sheet to provide 
the requested information for 
each embedded legal entity.) 



Member 
Information; 

6. a) Check “YES” if any 
minor listed in Part D is a 
producer on a farm and 
the parent or guardian has 
no interest. Check “NO” 
if the minor is a producer 
on a farm and the parent 
or guardian has an 
interest in the farming 
operation. 



461 Edoc Forms Online



Organic Cert. Cost Share Program



Organic Cert. Cost Share Program



Benefits of Having a FSA Farm #
• Allows you to apply for FSA farm loans, 

crop insurance, disaster assistance and 
NRCS programs like EQIP (high tunnels).

• Be in FSA’s system and mailing list to be 
one of the first to hear about a new 
program.

• Enhances ability to obtain ag land status 
in urban areas with small acreage.

• Be counted in Ag Census data.
• Makes you eligible to elect FSA County 

Committee members.



EQIP High Tunnel

• Registered, Commercial,
     Feed Sales
• Uncle’s operation of 

slaughtering cattle
• Synergies



Why Keep Records
If you can’t measure it – you can’t manage it? 



Farm Records
What can I produce when -- quality? --- marketing…..



Tracking Sales



Summary
v Records are required or desired for:
 + taxes (cash expenses & sales)
 + most USDA programs / loans
 + certification programs (3rd party verification)
 + pesticide use reporting / vaccinations (BQA)
 + food safety/traceability (GHP/GAP certification)
 + liability protection
 + crop rotations
 + management decisions (what to grow, when
    plant & harvest, how to grow, etc.)

v Difficult to manage anything that is not 
measured, recorded, and tracked over time. 


